




Q. THE VOTE FOR THE STUPAK AMENDMENT 
WASN’T EVEN CLOSE.  HOW DO YOU EXPECT 
TO GET THE AMENDMENT STRIPPED WHEN 
STUPAK WAS PASSED BY A 40-VOTE MARGIN? 

A. Members of the House are just beginning to real-
ize the true impact of the Stupak amendment.  They 
are beginning to realize that it goes far beyond the 
status quo and that it would take away benefi ts that 
women currently have.  Rep. DeGette, who heads up 
the pro-choice caucus, has already begun signing up 
members who will oppose fi nal passage of the bill if 
the Stupak language is not stripped from the fi nal bill. 

Moreover, the debate now turns to the Senate where 
cooler heads often prevail.  A number of senators 
have publicly stated that there is not enough support 
for Stupak on the Senate fl oor. 

Q. WHAT ARE THE RISKS OF A STUPAK-
LIKE AMENDMENT BEING INTRODUCED 
IN THE SENATE? 

A. Amendments similar to the Stupak language were 
offered in both Senate committees that issued health 
care reform bills.  All of these amendments were 
rejected in committee.  If Majority Leader Reid melds 
a bill from the bills approved by the Senate HELP and 
Finance Committees, the fi nal bill will not be intro-
duced with Stupak-like language.  If anti-abortion 
forces want to introduce such an amendment from 
the fl oor, they would need to have 60 votes, which 
would be a signifi cant challenge for them.  Sen. Bau-
cus and others have indicated that it would be nearly 
impossible for anti-abortion forces to fi nd 60 votes. 

Q. WHO’S BEHIND THE STUPAK AMENDMENT? 

A. The most public backer of this amendment was the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, which refused 
to support the pro-choice/anti-choice Capps com-
promise and insisted on using health care reform as 
a means to pursue its goal of making abortion illegal.  
During the last hours of the debate, Rep. Stupak and 
his supporters, including the bishops, threaten to 
scuttle the entire bill to achieve their goals.  
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